AUGUST 1711              "Journal to Stella
reckoning you are in Dublin. It would vex me to the dogs
that letters should miscarry between Dublin and Wexford,
after scaping the salt seas. I will write no more that nasty
town in haste again I warrant you. I have been four
Sundays together at Windsor, of which a fortnight to-
gether; but I believe I shall not go to-morrow; for I will
not, unless the secretary asks me. I know all your news
about the mayor:25 it makes no noise here at all, but the
quarrel of your parliament does; it is so very extraordinary,
and the language of the commons so very pretty.26 The
TLxaminer has been down this month, and was very silly
the five or six last papers; but there is a pamphlet come
out, in answer to a letter to the seven lords who examined
Gregg.27 The Answer is by the real author of the Examiner-,
as I believe; for it is very well written. We had Trap's
poem28 on the duke of Ormond printed here, and the
printer sold just eleven of them. 'Tis a dull piece, not half
so good as Stella's; and she is very modest to compare
herself with such a poetaster. I am heartily sorry for poor
Mrs. Parnel's29 death; she seemed to be an excellent good-
2* See p. 277 n.26                                     26 See pp. 344, 414 n.33
27   William Gregg was a clerk in Harley's office when Harley was
Secretary of State under the Whig administration. In 1707 Gregg entered
into treasonable communication with M. de Chamillart, the War Minister
at Versailles. He was detected, made a full confession, and was condemned.
The House of Lords appointed seven Whig noblemen, the Dukes of Devon-
shire, Somerset, and Bolton, Lords Wharton, Townshend, Somers, and
Halifax to make further inquiry.  They sought unavailingly to inculpate
Harley, whose innocence Gregg protested to the last The conduct of the
Whig peers aroused indignation, trenchantly expressed in Francis Hoff-
man's Secret Transactions, 1711. A pamphlet in their defence appeared
under the tide A Letter to the Seven Lords of the Committee appointed to
examine Gregg, published 16 July 1711 (The Daily Courant and The
Spectator).   Swift entered the controversy with Some Remarks upon a
Pamphlet, Entitled A Letter to the Seven Lords, published 18 Aug. (The
Daily Courant, 18 Aug.; The Post-Man, The Post Boy, 16-18 Aug.).
See Prose Works, v. 29-53; HoweFs State Trials, xiv. 1371-96; Port-
land MS S. iv. 481-4, 487-8; v. 647-8.
28  p. i58n.12
29  Thomas Parnell, the poet and Archdeacon of Clogher, married in
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